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Amendments to the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A low power DSL modem transmitter, suitable for 
incorporation in integrated DSL sender line cards comprising: 

first means for generating full power physical frames including a control channel 
signal component and a data channel signal component when the transmitter is provided 
with data to transmit; ttnd? 

a control channel generating circuit responsive to the first means and operable to 
generate a control sig nal when the transmitter has no data to transmit: 

second means for generating low power physical frames having a control channel 
signal component and wh e n th e transmitt er has no data t o tr ansm i t ; and[[.]] 

third means responsive to the s e cond means control signal for selecting the frames 
generated by the first and second means wherein selection of the second means Is based 
pnly on said transmitter having no data to transmit and not on results of negotiations 
between sard transmitter and a remote entity . 

2. (Original) The low power DSL modem transmitter set forth in claim 1 In which the 
second means includes a low power synchronization signal in the generated low power 
physical frames. 

3. (Original) The low power DSL modem transmitter set forth in claim 2 in which the low 
power synchronization signal is an idle pattern. 
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4, (Currently amended) A method for operating a low power DSL modem transmitter 
suitable for incorporation in integrated DSL sen/er line cards, comprising the followi ng 

steps I 

generating first full power physical frames Including a control channel and a data 
field when data is available for transmission; 

Gonerating generating second low power physical frames having a control channel 
when no data is available for transmission; and, 

selectively transmitting the first full power physical frame when there is data to 
transmit and the second low power physical frame only when there Is no data available for 
transmission and not on a result of ne gotiations between the transmitter and another entity . 

5, (Original) The method set forth in claim 4 in which the generated second low power 
physical frame includes a low power synchronization field, 

6, (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 4 in which the generated second low 
power physical frame includes a low power idle pattern^ 

7, (Currently amended) In a communication system having a Digital Subscriber Line 
Access Multiplexer (DSLAM\ QSfcAM including a plurality Of DSL modems each having 
dual power capability in which the each modem transmits a reduced power frame suitable 
to maintain synchronization when It has no data to transmit, a method for controlling the 
total power dissipated by the DSL modems comprising the following steps: 

monitoring the data transmission activity of the DSL modems; 
periodically calculating the power dissipated in the plurality DSL modems 
transmitting data; 

comparing the calculated power dissipated to a predetermined value; and, 

.4. 
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reducing the total dissipated power by limiting the amount of data destined for 
selective DSL modems. 

8. (Original) The method set forth in claim 7 in which the total dissipated power is 
reduced by buffering data destined for selective DSL modems. 

9. (Original) The method set forth in claim 7 in which the total power is reduced by 
initiating a data flow control regime, 

10- (Original) The method set forth In claim 7 in which the total power is reduced by 
selectively discarding physical data frames destined for selected DSL modems. 

1 1 . (Original) The method set forth in claim 7 in which the total power is reduced by 
applying back pressure to the data source. 
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